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APARTMENTS 


CITY LIVING FROM A NEW PERSPECTIVE 


Located at the corner of Spruce Place and 14th Street, LAEM Apartments 
combines luxury living with the best views in Minneapolis; 

Offering over 40,000 Square feet of indoor and outdoor amenities including. 2915, 
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901 HENNEPIN AVE. е MINNEAPOLIS 


5:30 - 8:00 PM 
Valet parking available 
Indoors if there's rain 


REGISTER TO WIN A $200 GIFT CERTIFICATE 
FROM VINE PARK BREWING AND 
ONE OF 3 $100 TARGET GIFT CARDS! 


MARKET 


Come as you are - NO DRESS CODE. 


Enjoy Complimentary Hors d'oeuvres, Drink Specials, 
and a chance to register to Win Great Prizes! 


FOUNDING HOST PARTNER ORGANIZATION 
HRC Twin Cities 


HOST ORGANIZATIONS 

OutFront Minnesota, Twin Cities Quorum, MN AIDS Project, Twin Cities Pride, 
The Aliveness Project, Prime Timers MSP, Reclaim!, Mixed Blood Theatre, 
Minneapolis Movie Bears, Freedom Jazz, One Voice, North Country Bears, 
MN Freedom Band, TCGMC, HCMC's LGBT & Allies Employee Resource Group 
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Every* new vehicle purchase includes the White Bear Mitsubishi Lifetime Warranty! 
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612-455-3200 е www.UptownDermatology.com 
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FROM THE EDITOR | BY ANDY LIEN 


Their Time to Glow 


I was recently asked to speak at a meeting of a gay-straight alliance 
at Capitol Hill Gifted and Talented Magnet School in St. Paul. GSAs play 
such an integral role in providing safe spaces for support and exchanges 
of information for students and I was thrilled that I was asked. What 
threw me off a little was that it was my nephew who was asking and 
he’s in 7th grade. He’s a proud ally who’s proud to have an aunt in this 
role for this community and I jumped at the chance to meet his group. 
Though my school didn’t have one out in the cornfield between Dassel 
and Cokato just west of the Twin Cities, I joined a GSA the moment I got 
to college. But middle schoolers? With a GSA? This is a brave new world 
and I am so happy to be a part of it. 

The name of their group is GLOW, “Gay, Lesbian or Whatever.” And 
I love them for that openness and casual flair. Instead of a gay-straight 
alliance, they refer to it as a “gender sexuality alliance,” which is more 
inclusive. Each session begins with the students bringing up a “Big Gay 
Moment” that they may have experienced in the past week. That day, 
they ranged from someone seeing a bumper sticker about love, to a girl’s 
sister getting “gay engaged,” to another girl coming out to her mother. 
I fought to maintain composure as this young woman said that her com- 
ing out to her mother was a little deflated because her mother already 
knew since she’d seen the daughter fill out a form the week before at the 
doctor’s office that asked for her to specify her sexuality. Everyone was 
so happy for her and I wanted to give her a huge hug and maybe have a 
parade in the hallway, but I kept it together and was in silent awe of this 
whole sharing session, these kids, their stories, and their lives. 

We only had a short amount of time to talk, so I tried to race through 
things like my background, what my education and preparation has been 
for this job, and the history of Lavender Media, which is a daunting task 
that’s pretty high-context. Looking around the group of about 35 kids 
all eating their lunches during this time of voluntary togetherness over 
their lunch period, I could see that I probably didn’t need to fill in too 
many gaps about what definitions are, as I could guess that much of the 
community was represented, especially since this particular sub-commu- 
nity was gay, lesbian, or whatever. They were questioning and they were 
curious. So I tried to give half the time we had to questions that had both 


been written the week before as well as had popped into their minds as I 
was talking and showing them some magazines. And, let me tell you, the 
question and answer period is where I was able to see their minds work- 
ing and processing and opening and moving us all forward, the shifts 
seemed seismic to me at the time. Our future. Right there. 

What'd they want to know? A lot. But the most commonly asked ques- 
tion was whether or not Lavender gets “a lot of hate.” Do people send 
in hate mail? Do they leave nasty comments? Are we the recipients of 
disapproval? I was relieved to truthfully report that no, we don’t get any 
hate. If it’s an indication that things do “get better,” I’m happy to give 
them that glimpse into our reality. And, especially for those who find this 
group to provide “lots of security” as “one of the only places that I can 
really be myself’ as mentioned on а comment card from a student, I want 
to assure them that there are more public places out there where they 
are welcome and can find the same support as they get in that classroom 
every Thursday in St. Paul. 

I know that this group is one of many that exists in the Twin Cities 
and that fact makes me extremely happy. When І asked about how it was 
formed, it’s apparently a process that depends on how open the specific 
schools may be to taking a bit of a risk in allowing such a group to exist, 
considering that parents may or may not be supportive of their children 
having access to such information or content. So, what ГЇЇ do in the up- 
coming Pride Issue is include a piece on how students and parents can 
work with teachers, staff, and schools to form a gay-straight alliance. 
Seeing how hungry these kids were for knowledge and understanding 
that they give up their lunchtime to be there for themselves and each 
other gives me great hope that this old-fashioned consciousness-raising 
is raising a new generation that finds tolerance as native to their beings 
as all this technology that they seem to inherently know and understand. 
We need to make more spaces and more lunch hours and more resourc- 
es available in schools. Now. 

Thank you, members of GLOW, for inviting me in and teaching me so 
much. I am proud to now know you. 

With you, with them, with thanks, 

Andy ш 


ns Eve Clinic 


We take great pride in being the only 100% 
LGBT owned eye clinic in the Twin Cities. 


We are dedicated to improving your health, 


your vision, and your life. 
Dr. David Bane 


512-869-1333 » originseyed 
Ave S, Suite #160 е Richfield 


10 | LAVENDER | MAY 12-25, 2016 


The Doctor is 
in and OUT! 


2 ROOSTERS. 


" MEN'S GROOMING CENTER 


RESTORE. REVIVE. REFUEL. 


NJ e 


The experience brings you back. — 
FOUR-COURSE WINE DINNER делерін rove 
Each Wednesday our Chefs create a special four-course 4 bon ажа и тко нае 
dinner menu. Each course paired with a ты саа 
2 specially selected glass of wine 
|7 for $34.95 per person. Served from Dx 5 қ Е 3 
— 5:00 to 9:00pm, reservations suggested СЕД The West End Minnetonka Crossing Woodbury City Center 
- 1683 West End Blvd. 6001 Shady Oak Rd. STE 160 1960 Donegal Dr. 
2 ! Minneapolis, MN 55416 Minnetonka, MN 55343 Woodbury, MN 55125 
(763) 546-1140 (952) 935-0505 (651) 348-6676 


Online bocking click: ROOSTERSMGC.COM/LOCATIONS 


facebook.com/RoostersMensGroomingCenter 


THE AMERICAN BARBERSHOP 
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A WORD IN EDGEWISE | BY E.B. BOATNER 


іп The Long Run 


Too seldom do we encounter an act of supreme grace and aptness. 
One such occasion occurred April 19, when Atsede Baysa, the first 
woman to cross the Boston Marathon 2016 finish line, gave her trophy 
to Bobbi Gibb, who 50 years ago to the day was the first woman ever to 
(unofficially) compete in the event. 

Gibb accepted the trophy on one condition; that in a year she re- 
turn it to Baysa in her native Ethiopia. A gracious gift under any cir- 
cumstance, but all the more poignant considering the circumstances of 
Gibbs’s 1966 performance. 

Gibb had trained for two years, often running 40 miles a day in 
nurse’s shoes (there was no market for women’s sports gear), only to be 
told when attempting to register that “women were not physiologically 
capable of running marathon distances,” and that sanctioned AAU (Ama- 
teur Athletic Union) rules allowed women only mile-and-a-half events. 

Gibb realized then just how important her goal was. Wearing a blue 
hoodie, her brother’s shorts, and boy’s sneakers, she was dropped off 
in Hopkinton and hid in the forsythia bushes, waiting until about half 
the pack (of 540) had passed before jumping in. At first, she kept on 


her hoodie, fearing she would be arrested if she were discovered. As 
her presence became known, runners and bystanders alike were sup- 
portive. Crossing the finish line at 3:21:40, ahead of about two-thirds 
of the field, she found Massachusetts governor John Volpe waiting to 
shake her hand. 

Now 73, Gibb says, “I wanted to show that men and women could do 
things together and end this war between the sexes...that we can all be 
individuals and try what we love. [...] We don’t have to be restricted by 
these stereotypical boxes.” 

From a time when women’s athletic shoes weren’t even manufac- 
tured to a time when women from the United States — and Ethiopia 
— comprise 12,600 entrants of a 27,491 field, women have shown their 
mettle. Men’s winning times, 2:17:11 in 1966 and 2:12:45 today have not 
changed as dramatically as the women’s. Properly equipped and trained, 
Atsede Baysa, recently turned 29 and a singer by trade, came from be- 
hind to a blistering 2:29:45 win. 

A beautiful gesture from Baysa honored Gibb’s feat, and demonstrat- 
ed again the power of women. Of anyone finally allowed in. m 
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Immigration Lawyers by 
Super Lawyers. 
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LAVENDER LENS | PHOTOS BY SOPHIA HANTZES 
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2016: “MY IDENTITIES, 
MY LIFE” 


APRIL 9, 2016 
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3% by Sophia Hantzes 


Aging isn't easy. 
Caregiving doesn't need 
to be hard. 


If a loved one is getting older and needs care, Right at Home offers services for 

almost any situation. Our in-home care lets loved ones enjoy life in the comfort of a 

familiar environment. And it lets you concentrate on caring instead of caregiving. 
Give us a call and let us develop a Custom Care Plan for your loved one today. 


REMAX N е 
Results Minnesota Home 


In Home Care & Assistance 


B ETH R | 0 HAR DSO N 952.854.6122 www.RAH-tc.net 
651-646-2100 


Real Estate Made Real Simple 
bethrichardson@movingtominnesota.com 
movingtominnesota.com 


QUORUM 
2012 Business of the Year 


2012 & 2013 STAR TRIBUNE's 
Top 100 Workplaces 
#1 Mid-sized Business 
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Q Quorum Section 


www.twincitiesquorum.com 


QUORUM 


Integrity 
Experience} 
Results $ 


JERRY A. BURG 


ATTORNEY AT LAW 


Over 20 Years Experience in 
Family Law | Criminal Defense 
Employment Law 


3009 Holmes Ave. S. • Minneapolis 
(612) 822-0865 3 
www.jerryaburg.com 
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Twin Cities LGBT + Allied Business Community 


AWARDS 


ers and their outstanding 


And make sure to join us for the 


QUORUM PRIDE PARTY 

Tuesday, June 14 е 5:30-9pm 

MARIN е 901 Hennepin Ave. е Minneapolis 
Cash bar and Complimentary hors d’oeuvres 


Denise Nix 


Position: Income Tax Specialist 

ROR Tax Professionals Since: 2/10/2014 
Interesting Fact: | always wanted to be a gay 
man because | should've been born a queen. 
Passion: Learning 

Vice: Karaoke 

Color: Pink 


4500 Park Glen Road Professionals 
Suite 100 

St. Louis Park, MN 55416 

р 612-822-7177 +1 3 
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(and civilized straights) Since 1991 
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Golden Valley Bloomington Roseville 
763-251-8001 763-251-8002 763-251-8006 

8401 Wayzata Blvd 2626 E 82™ St 1935 County Road B2 W 
Ste 340 Ste 260 Suite 265 

Golden Valley 55426 Bloomington 55425 Roseville 55113 


Femort.com 


On treatment? 
CD4 not going up? 


Join a study at the 
University of Minnesota that is 
using an innovative new therapy to 
boost CD4 cells and restore immunity. 
You will receive compensation for 
your partcipation in this study. 


Call today and see if you qualify. 
Interpreter services available. 


612-625-7472 
hiv.umn.edu 


UNIVERSITY OF MINNESOTA 
Driven to Discover" 
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OUR SCENE 


ARTS & CULTURE | SPOTLIGHT | BY JOHN TOWNSEND 


Sing Me, Naked. Photo by Pete Beaman Photographer 


artists, featuring Hector Chavar- 
ria, A.P. Looze, Gender Tender, 
Will Courtney, and JamieAnn 
Meyers. Chavarria has been 
steadily gaining a following with 
his stage work and his Big Gay 
Mexican Show is eagerly awaited. 
Chavarria shares, “I cre- 
ated my Big Gay Mexican Show 
persona about two years ago. He 
is a happy-go-lucky character 
that wants to fill the world with 
positivity. There is so much ha- 
tred encouraged in today’s social 
media. Fat-shaming articles, ho- 
mophobic posts, and racist jokes 
flood my social media feeds every 
day and it is a constant reminder 
that this is the type of world we 
live in. Most of my life I have 
struggled with maintaining a high 
selfesteem because most of my 
life I was told and being educated 
to be someone I wasn’t. My goal 
with my art is to inspire positive 
self image. I want to help those in 
need of acceptance by presenting 
my stories in the hope that they 
can relate and know that they are 
not alone. The Big Gay Mexican is 
a friend to all. He finds the beauty 
in everyone he sees.” 


are held to the same standard of 
perfectionism as well, and these 
expectations go deeper than the 
lines on our skin or the timbre 
of our voice. To be naked on 
stage can be truly vulnerable and 
uncomfortable, but we feel that 
this can lead to greater courage 
and compassion. This piece will 
delve into these themes while 
also celebrating the luscious 
nature of our bodies and voices.” 


LEAP OF FAITH 

Through May 22 

New Century Theatre, 615 Hennepin Ave., Minneapolis 
612-455-9501 

www.HennepinTheatreTrust.org 


The 1992 movie comes to the stage by way of Minneapolis 
Musical Theatre. Vocal director and MMT Artistic Director 
Christian Unser shares, “The music in Leap of Faith is all origi- 
nal, composed by Alan Menken of Aladdin and Little Shop of Hor- 
rors fame, just to name a few. As for the style, it’s a mix of rock, 
gospel, and current musical theater. While there are scripted 
scenes throughout the show, the music often winds its way in 
and out so there are whole sections that are nearly completely 
sung through. It truly is the kind of music you might hear inside 
a modern tent revival.” Featuring the Twin Cities Community 
Gospel Choir. 


Q-STAGE 

Through May 22 

Intermedia Arts, 2822 Lyndale Ave. S., Minneapolis 
612-871-4444 

www.intermediaarts.org 


20% Theatre Company presents new work by various queer 


SING ME, NAKED 
May 17-18 

Open Eye Theater 

506 E. 24th St., Minneapolis 
www.singmenaked.com 


Three substantive female 
artists (Emily Lau, LIzz Wind- 
nagel, and Chienhwe Carol) are 
featured as part of Open Eye's 
May music series. Windnagel 
points out that “аз an American 
society, we are constantly bar- 
raged by images of scantily clad, 
thin, white models. But rarely do 
we see naked bodies in the me- 
dia or entertainment that aren't 
Photoshopped or completely 
controlled by our society's stan- 
dards. As female artists, we are 
taking on the task of challeng- 
ing this issue and many more 
that surround women's bodies 
and the history of why they are 
controlled in this way. As sing- 
ers and dancers, who use our 
bodies as our instruments, we 


VENUS NEFANDA 

& IN BETWEEN 

May 20-22 

Dreamland Arts 

677 Hamline Ave. N., St. Paul 
651-645-5506 
www.dreamlandarts.com 


Suzy Messerole took her 
place in Minnesota queer theater 
history long ago for her adminis- 
trative smarts and directorial bril- 
liance for Outward Spiral Theatre 
Company. She resurges now and 
then, though not often enough. 
Happily, you can catch her most 
recent work in what you can bet 
will be a fascinating piece. 

Messerole traveled to Scot- 
land to create Venus Nefanda, 
based on transcripts of the 1810 
case, “Miss Marianne Woods and 
Miss Jane Pirie Against Dame 
Helen Cumming Gordon.” Two 
governesses were accused of 
having sex together, hence, the 
term venus nefanda. Their girls’ 
boarding school was subse- 
quently closed. Their accuser 
was a young mixed-race girl with 
an influential grandmother. You 
are right to suspect it influenced 
Lillian Hellman’s landmark Amer- 
icanized play, The Children’s Hour, 
but this new script is drawn heav- 
ily from the actual transcripts 
and is co-acted by Messerole and 
her gifted performance partner 
from years past, Aamera Siddiqui. 
Directed by Anton Jones. 

Venus Nefanda plays on a dou- 
ble bill with /n Between, a story of 
cultural and language shifts in a 
woman’s life. Eliza Rasheed is the 
writer/performer. Directed by 
Leah Nelson. 
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SPOTLIGHT 


SONS OF THE PROPHET 

May 20-)ипе 5 

Park Square Theatre 

Proscenium Stage, 20 W. 7th Place, St. Paul 
651-291-7005 

www.parksquaretheatre.org 


Jef Hal-Flavin was a driving force behind probably the best 
queer theater troupe in Minnesota history, Outward Spiral, 
founded in the 1990s. He also directed perhaps the best A 
Midsummer Night's Dream Гуе ever seen. Like his latest project, 
that Shakespeare production was for Park Square. He shares 
about this piece: “The gay dynamic in Sons of the Prophet is 
what I’ve been waiting for. In this deftly written play by Stephen 
Karam, the two gay characters’ sexuality is one of many factors 
in the dramatic action, but not the most important one. To me, 
this signals an important shift away from the kinds of plays I 
was directing in the 1990s, which were about being gay and the 
ripple effects of identity.” 

Hal-Flavin continues, “The play is a lot of things, but it’s 
essentially a comedy about suffering, in the context of a second 
generation immigrant family grieving a loss. Both the older 
brother approaching 30, named Joseph (Sasha Andreev), and 
his younger 18-year-old brother, named Charles (Maxwell Col- 
lyard), are gay, and out of the closet. The semi-closeted man, 

a newscaster named Timothy (Dave Gangler), isn’t struggling 
with identity issues, only professional ones.” 

In addition, he adds, “Just like non-gay families, the friction 
is largely generational. The two brothers have to navigate a 
worldview that is dying out. Their aging, religious uncle makes 
them wince with words like ‘faggy,’ ‘Oriental,’ and ‘mulatto,’ and 
they have to cope like the rest of us: with appropriate amounts 
of outrage and sarcasm. Karam has drawn intricate characters 
with fine nuance, and I am thrilled to be working on a play where 
being gay is just part of life. Plus it’s damn funny.” 


Sons of the Prophet. Photo by Petronella J Ytsma 


THE GLASS MENAGERIE 
May 20-)ипе 6 

Savage Umbrella’s SPACE 

558 Vandalia St., Ste. 306, St. Paul 
800-838-3006 
www.brownpapertickets.com 


The Glass Menagerie. Photo courtesy of Lanny Langston 
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Master gay playwright 
Tennessee Williams is best 
remembered by millions for his 
first Broadway hit in 1945-46, 
The Glass Menagerie. Director of 
the Theatre Coup d’Etat revival, 
Lanny Langston, feels that the 
play’s “universal themes of famil- 
ial love, survival, disappointment, 
and regret become much more 
powerful to a modern audience 
as we watch the Wingfield family 
fight ferociously to escape their 
own reality: the despair of the 
Great Depression. Ultimately, 
Tom is forced to decide between 
supporting his mother and sister 
or breaking free of the bonds 
created by society and familial 
obligation to pursue his passion. 
Although considered a tragedy, 
The Glass Menagerie is one of the 
most hopeful plays in American 
history, a beautiful portrait of a 
family going to extraordinary 
lengths to protect their own.” 

In preparing for his lead per- 
formance as Tom, James 
Napoleon Stone has drawn from 
Williams’ famous essay, The 
Catastrophe of Success, wherein 
the very idea of success as 
measured in our materialistic 
society is regarded essentially 


as a myth. Stone muses that he 

is “struggling to succeed, and 
only after ‘success,’ did he realize 
how much energy the struggle 
itself truly took. This vital energy, 
along with the pursuit of Tom’s 
objective, is something I will work 
to cultivate with the character.” 


THE CHRISTIANS 
May 20-June 11 
Mixed Blood Theatre 
1401 S. 4th St., Minneapolis 
612-375-0300 
www.walkingshadowcom- 
pany.org 

Religion is often associated 
with inflexibility, but Walking 
Shadow Theatre may counter that 
with their production of The Chris- 
tians by Lucas Hnath. Director 
Amy Rummenie relates that “Pas- 
tor Paul, played by Andrew 
Erskine Wheeler, takes stock 
of the exponential growth of his 
once-small church and the words 
of a missionary who spoke at a 
recent conference and realizes 
he disagrees with a core belief 
of his faith. So he announces a 
drastic shift to the community’s 
beliefs, starting a domino effect of 
changes to his church, commu- 
nity, marriage, and soul.” ₪ 


Looking for a way to save? 


You need to insure both your auto and 
your home, so why not save money in the 
process? Call today for a free, no obligation 
look at auto and home discounts 
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OUR SCENE 


EAT THE MENU | BY BRADLEY TRAYNOR | PHOTOS COURTESY OF CELEBRITY CRUISES 


Celebrity Summit cruise ship; kale salad from the 
main dining room aboard the Celebrity Summit. 


Eat the Ship 


To say I love cruising as much as I love eating is probably stretching the 
truth a bit, but I definitely love eating on a cruise ship as much as anywhere 
else. If not more so. Shocking? Maybe to someone who has never dined a 
la mer. Heck, before my own maiden voyage three years ago, I would’ve 
scoffed at the idea. Isn’t cruise food just one big all-you-can-eat buffet, filled 
with cheap gut-busting carbs and mediocre main dishes? Four cruises later 
and I can assure you, nothing could be further from the truth. 

Yes, every major cruise line does offer an all-you-can-eat buffet and 
the quality, like all of the food onboard, varies from line to line, some- 
times even ship to ship. However, the buffet is by no means your only 
option. Nor should it be. In fact, I would generally recommend you avoid 
it most days in favor of the main dining room. More on why in a bit. Re- 
gardless, there will be times you simply want a quick bite to eat before 
heading out on a snorkeling excursion or lazy day at the beach and the 
buffet is perfectly suited for those very occasions. 

Just as every major cruise line has a buffet, each also has its own 
main dining room. More civilized than saddling up to the buffet trough, 
main dining rooms typically offer breakfast, lunch, and dinner. And it’s 
our favorite way to eat onboard. After all, you’re paying for the meals no 
matter how or where you consume them. Why not enjoy the luxury of a 
sit down meal, served to you by overly attentive wait staff whose singular 
aim is to make your voyage as memorable as possible. 

They know your name. What entrée you love. What ingredient you 
hate. Mention an allergy or aversion and it'll never show up on your 
plate. Can't get enough calamari and it'll be on your table every night. 
And they never stop bringing bread baskets. 

'The variety often borders on the absurd with food and drink chang- 
ing daily. If nothing strikes your fancy, never fear. There is usually a se- 
lect group of classic entrées and items that stay on the menu throughout 
the entire voyage. And don't let the small portions fool you. Order as 


many appetizers and entrées as you want. Like something? Great. Have 
another. Hate it? Send it back. It's your fun-filled throw-caution-to-the- 
wind vacation. Live a little. Or a lot! 

If the main dining room has lost its luster or you simply want to try 
something new, have a look around. Most ships offer a number of al- 
ternative dining options, some with an additional fee. My partner and I 
have had lifealtering steaks on board that would rival many restaurants 
in town for as little $35. 

My best dining advice is do your homework before and during your 
cruise. Prior to departure, peruse the particular cruise line's website 
for all your dining options and an explanation of what's included and 
what might cost extra. Knowledge is power. You're paying for it, get 
the most for your money. 

Once on board, have a look around. Where are the dining rooms, 
specialty restaurants, and snack bars? Happening upon the fish and 
chips stand the last day of the cruise would be a real tragedy. Each day 
you'll receive a schedule of food service times along with the activities 
and events. Read through everything. There's nothing worse than ar- 
riving back from a long, arduous day of cave tubing to find that lunch 
ended 20 minutes ago. Hangry never needs to happen on a cruise. 

Room service is another common option on most major lines. Read 
the fine print, though, to make sure late night calls don't come with an 
added fee. We typically order room service for breakfast on mornings 
where we plan to get off the ship early. At the very least, have coffee 
delivered in the morning to put a little pep in your step as you get ready 
for another day in paradise. 

Speaking of drinks, let's not speak of drinks. There's much to say on 
the matter. Too much, in fact, for me to cover here. And the discussion 
often requires math. I hate math. My best advice is to head to my singu- 
lar favorite online cruise authority: cruisecritic.com. There you will find 
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WITH BRADLEY TRAYNOR 


an endless supply of information, ad- 
vice, and reviews about food, drinks, 
and, of course, every other possible 
cruise related topic. 

As I mentioned earlier, the quality 
of your dining experience varies by 
cruise line. My partner and I have now 
sailed on three different lines: Carni- 
val, Royal Caribbean, and Celebrity. 
We loved each for different reasons. 
Fun is definitely the keyword on Car- 
nival, food and otherwise. Nothing too 
fancy, you can always count on a heap- 
ing helping of comfort food on Carni- 
val. If there’s a Guy’s (Fieri) Burger 
Joint on your ship, congratulations. 
You just won. Also, molten lava cake. 
Royal Caribbean’s attention to detail 
in the dining room was definitely on 
point. Above average, but not our 
overall favorite. 

That honor goes to Celebrity. In 


April, we sailed on the Celebrity Summit out of San Juan. For seven days 
we found ourselves mouthing phrases like, “OMG can you believe this 


Sushi lollipops at Osine, one of the specialty 
restaurants aboard the Celebrity Summit. 


food?" "Isn't this the best food we've had yet?” “Did you know they have Вор Voyage! 


an eggs benedict bar at the buffet?" 
"This is the best lobster I've ever had. 
ANYWHERE? І can only imagine the 
eyerolling at neighboring tables. 

It's clear that Celebrity has made 
great food a priority. Remember how 
Isaid we generally avoid the buffet in 
favor of the main dining room? On the 
Summit we often found the food on 
the buffet as good as the main dining 
room. This is not typical. And a totally 
delightful surprise. We usually book a 
cruise for the itinerary, not the food, 
but let me tell you. If there's an itiner- 
ary we want and multiple cruise lines 
offer it, we'd pick Celebrity every time. 

If you've never cruised before and 
you love food, you're missing out. We 
often come back from our trips with 
just as many memories of the meals 
we shared as the places we visited. If 
I were you, I'd hop on over to cruise- 


critic.com right now and begin planning your first/next trip, but be care- 
ful. Like the molten lava cake on Carnival, cruises are just as addictive. 
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We do windows. Call us. 
From custom draperies and valances to Hunter Douglas 
blinds and shades, our experienced window fashions 
designers will help you find the perfect fit for your home. 


Call 651-366-6969 for your free in-home consultation. 
Hirshfield’ 
H Paints + Wallcoverings + Window Fashions 


hirshfields.com/shopathome 


TWO HAPPY HOURS 
7 DAYS A WEEK! 


3:00-6:00pm & 9:00pm-1:00am 


$1 Off All Bottled Beer & Cocktails 


$2 Off All Burgers After 9:00pm 
$3 Martinis 
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Not applicable during Xcel Energy Center events 


BEST BURGER in TOWN! 
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Yes you can have a cool and comfortable home, 
J 
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Dip in for Happy Hour! 
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Congratulations to Aurora Lee, 
who was first runner-up at the 
International Ms Leather contest, 
April 14-17, in San Jose, California. 
Lee competed as Great Lakes Ms 
Leather Pride 2015 and is also Ms 
Minnesota Leather Pride 2015. 
Photo by Steve Lenius 


(right), the new Mr. Minnesota Leather Sir, Mr. Minnesota 
Leatherboy and Ms Minnesota Leather Pride for 2016. All three 
were awarded their titles during the Minnesota Leather Pride 
contest weekend, April 1-3 at The Saloon. They will represent 
Minnesota at Great Lakes Leather Alliance weekend, October 
13-16, in Indianapolis. Photo by Steve Lenius 


Kevin Murphy (left) and Brian Donner (right) 
during their recent joint interview at The Saloon 
in Minneapolis. Photo by Steve Lenius 


Best of luck to L. 
Russell Waisanen 
(left) and Emerson 
Kellogg (right) 

as they represent 
Minnesota in the 
2016 International Mr. 
Leather contest, May 
27-30, in Chicago. 
Waisanen is Mr. 
Minneapolis Eagle 


During the 2015 International Mr. 
Leather (IML) contest, memorable 
speeches were made by Kevin Murphy 


2016 and Kellogg 

is Mr. Twin Cities 
Leather 2016. Photo 
by Steve Lenius 


(Mr. Leather Ireland 2015 and IML 
first runner-up) and Brian Donner 
(Mr. Tri-State Leather 2014 and IML 
second runner-up). Both men were 
in Minneapolis recently and I had a 
chance to ask them a few questions. 
Visit www.lavendermagazine.com to 


read the backstories of their amazing 
IML speeches. 


26 | LAVENDER | MAY 12-25, 2016 


= m 


WHAT'S THE PATH TO A 


BEAUTIFUL HOME? 
DRIVEWAYS 


AND SIDEWALKS, 
OF COURSE. 


We offer elegant stone and concrete solutions 
that will add lasting beauty to any home. 


Ф. 


CONCRETE WORKS 


before 


НАВІТАТІОМ 


FURNISHING + DESIGN 


HABITATIONDESIGN.COM 


S | М С Е 1 9 30 952.426.3548 
4317 EXCELSIOR BLVD. ST. LOUIS PARK, MN 55416 
61 2-861 -4243 aa hageconcrete СОП Visit our retail store: М, W, Th, Е 8 Sat 10am-7pm or Sun 12-5pm Closed on Tuesdays 


corm | | MDTA 
WITHOUT EP. 


CAFFEINE LANDSCAPE 


A DESIGN + BUILD COMPANY 
18 LIKE ` 


SEX 
WITHOUT 
LEATHER 


---- “мі Непперіп Ауе 5. 

Ww & Latte Minneapolis, MN 55408 
ў, (612) 756-9825 
www.twincitiesleather.com 


CATERING 
612.238.4444 damico.com 


Creating beautiful homes for beautiful families 


“ 
Landscaping IS LIVING SPACE THAT 
JUST HAPPENS ТО BE outdoors? 


ie Зай E rer s 0 


LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTS 
LANDSCAPE CONTRACTORS 


LAVENDERMAGAZINE.COM | 27 


BEAUTIFUL. FUNCTIONAL. 
JUST THE WAY YOU WANT. 


% TWIN CITIES „ 
92 CLOSET COMPANY 


Contact us for a free design consultation: 


(612)623-0987 


www.tccloset.com 


2634 Minnehaha Ave. South, Minneapolis, MN 55406 


You Can Trust 


/ שא‎ Чу ` 


GARLOCK-FRENCH 
CORPORATION 


With just one phone call to Garlock-French, you get skilled 
Roofing Solutions, Roof Maintenance, Chimney Repair, Cedar 
Preservation, Custom Sheet Metal, even Solar options. 


At Garlock-French, we understand the importance of blending 
design, craftsmanship, with good customer service. And, we 
guarantee our work. 


We've been up on roofs longer, and it shows. 
Roofing, Chimneys, Sheet Metal & more 


Call us at 612-722-7129 


2301 East 25th St., Minneapolis * Garlock-French.com 
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OUR AFFAIRS 


BOOKS | BY E.B. BOATNER 


Hotdish to Die For: A Collection of Culinary Mystery 
Short Stories 

Pat Dennis 

Penury Press 

$9.95 


Dennis mixes food and the funerary in this tasty collec- 
tion of short stories plus an extra helping of 18 hotdish 
recipes for your delectation. She has an unerring ear for 
the subcontexts of marital discourse and the concomi- 
tant Minnesotan hotdish cuisine which, she explains 

is, *1) Midwestern colloquialism for a hot entrée that is 
similar to a French casserole except that it is often ined- 
ible; 2) the prodigal son of canned cream of mushroom 
soup." In her professions as a comic and author, Dennis 
has consumed hotdish confections statewide, and knows 
intimately its connections to untimely death. Savory sto- 
ries include; “The Lutheran Who Lusted,” “The Maltese 
Tater Tot,” and "The Elder Hostile.” See also her Betty 
Chance Mystery series, Murder by Chance and Killed by 
Chance. 


Whipping Girl: A Transsexual Woman on Sexism and 
the Scapegoating of Femininity 

Julia Serano 

Seal Press 

$20 


Originally published in 2007 (and reviewed in Lavender), 
Whipping Girl has been revised for this second edition. 
Then, Serano had just recently transitioned; now she 

is not only a decade into her new life, but the public is 
nearly a decade closer to having an understanding (if 
not universally embracing) the concept of transgender. 
Activist and professional biologist, Serano then and 

now examines how societal attitudes about women 

and femininity in general affect perceptions of gender, 
sexuality, and identity. Serano notes that originally she 
hoped to write the book she wished she’d had as a teen 
or young adult. Whipping Girl became that, and while 
still guiding young trans persons, it has illuminated the 
subject for others not sharing the experience. Well worth 
а second read. 


Night Flowers: From Avant-Drag to Extreme 
Haute Couture 

Damien Frost 

Merrell 

$29.95 


Dark yet celebratory, this book is the haunting result of 
the year Frost spent in the field capturing portraits of the 
myriad flowers that bloom in London’s dark streets and 
cabaret hothouses. In his foreword, Boy George likens 
these images to David Bowie’s "We're painting our faces 
and dressing in thoughts from the skies." The bouquet 
includes drag queens and kings, transgender and 
gender-queer, artists and fetish performers. Every single 
night for that year Frost approached his subjects on the 
streets and within venues such as Sink the Pink, KAOS, 
and Cirque le Soir. Extracting each from their temporal 
time and place, Frost isolated each portrait against a 
black background, creating a stunning focus on the face 
and habiliments of each individual. They'll haunt you. 


Weird Fiction Review Number 6 Fall 2015 
Centipede Press 
$35 


In their latest collection of weird writing, including 
poetry, art, illustration, memoir, and essays, Centipede 
Press serves up, as usual, an enticing mix: an essay by 
Cary Loren on photographer William Mortenson, who in 
his varied career shot stills for Cecil B. DeMille; a long, 
illustrated piece by Allen R. Ruch on Mulholland Drive, 
and Е.В. Boatner's “І.В. Cole: The Man Behind the 
Mask." The 375 pages are chock full of comic art illustra- 
tions, photographs, drawings, creepy flyers, and posters 
in Bill Wallace's spread “Spook Shows: A Tribute," that 
chronicles the pre-CGI gore shows that flourished in 
America between the 1930s and the 1970s. “The Crowd 
Assembled,” on the jacket is a pastiche of Sgt. Pepper’s 
cover: 73 of the best-known Giants of Weird Fiction. ₪ 
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BY SHANE LUECK 


Older homes have a certain charm; some sort of character that you just 
don't find in newer homes. But with that charm and character comes a cer- 
tain responsibility to maintain and update. 

Justask Frank Fitzgerald and John Evans. The couple's home was built in 1909 
and very little had been changed over time: the woodwork had not been painted, 
the existing pantry and maid's staircase were intact, and the kitchen itself had had 
very little done to it outside of simple lower cabinets and a new sink added. 

“It is a large house for two people so we really did not need additional day-to- 
day living space, we simply wanted the spaces we have to function better," Frank 
says. “For example, we did not have a vent hood over the stove and the refrigera- 
tor was in the mudroom next to the kitchen because that is where it fit best." 

'The couple's redesign project addressed both of those issues. The kitchen up- 
date also included adding a bit of storage space. "I also really liked that our kitchen 
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did not have cupboards іп it; the pantry served for storage as it had when the 
house was built 100+ years ago,” Frank says. “Hence the idea to make the addition 
look like a large pantry by incorporating the old pantry with a new pantry.” 

The addition of a main-level bathroom meant their home could finally 
suit their needs, but this redesign was several years in the making. Frank 
and John visited several homes in the Remodelers Showcase over the course 
of three years, which is where they met Nathan Shanklin with Next Level 
Renovation. The couple had seen a house Next Level had remodeled close to 
theirs with a similar vintage and style; Frank and John thought the work was 
thoughtful to the original character of the house and reached out. 

“Frank is a landscape architect and very detail-oriented, so he had a pretty good 
idea of what he wanted us to implement,” Nathan says. “In many cases, we work with 
architects and interior designers to lay out the design for our projects. In this case, 
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Photos by Hubert Bonnet 


we were able to take Frank and John’s ideas and create the construction plans in-house.” 

After working for several months to develop the plans and details of the redesign, the project start- 
ed in April with an anticipated completion in early August; however, as with any home updates, the 
process can take longer than expected. John says the construction was largely done by early January 
and now only smaller punch list items remain. 

For Frank, the largest concern heading into the project initially was the amount of ambiguity in 
starting a redesign. “I prepared initial sketches and layouts and then we worked with Next Level to de- 
velop the plan but not every detail was figured out before we signed a contract,” he says. “So, you sign a 
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contract for a lot of money, hoping that you are all 
imagining the same project. Good communication 
is key to a project like this." 

After all is said and done, Frank and John 
are very pleased with the project and how well it 
blends with the rest of the home. "My greatest 
fear was the addition would diminish the quaint 
charm ofthe original pantry and look like an awk- 
ward 2015 addition ten years down the road. For- 
tunately it looks great and, I think, in keeping with 
the original house." 

Blending the old with the new was the main 
goal of the project, Nathan says. "You can see 
century-old cabinets marry right into brand new 
constructed cabinets," he shares. "We brought in 
an expert in wood finishing that came up with a 
recipe for matching the stain and finish. We cre- 
ated molds of the existing woodwork and had new 
woodwork made to match, identical to the origi- 
nal woodwork of the home." 

"A big trend with a lot of our clients is about 
"blending," he continues. “So many of our clients 
want that seamless transition from old to new, but 
still incorporating modern appliances and plumb- 
ing fixtures. We even hid the wall oven in a cabinet 
with pocket doors to conceal it when not in use." 

Beyond the woodwork, the couple tied the old 
with the new throughout the rest of the project as 
well, including finding matching hardware (which 
is remarkably close considering the original hard- 
ware is over 100 years old), and vintage-looking 
light fixtures (without falling into the trap of trendy 
interpretations of vintage fixtures). The project 
also entailed sourcing subway tile that is made the 
old-fashioned way, resulting in a tile that is flatter 
than most tile you find today and more like historic 
subway tile, in addition to sourcing floor tile for the 
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bathroom that duplicates historic hexagonal porcelain tiles. 

Completing a kitchen renovation that expanded the existing pantry 
and added a new bathroom and covered porch gets the couple closer 
to realizing the final backyard. “I am always thinking about how things 
look and spatially fit so the addition is part of a bigger plan that incorpo- 
rates the site,” Frank says. “I have slowly been chipping away at getting 
the landscape where І want it to be. About 10 years ago we built a new 
garage which allowed us to reorient the garage, changing the access 
from the street to the alley. That made a big change in the landscape. 
I have had a master plan drawn for several years which included an 
addition on the house. The new covered porch, set two steps off of the 
ground, is very much about being ‘in’ the landscape.” 

Of course, such an extensive project requires a lot from everyone 
involved. “We were surprised how much of our time the project took,” 
John says. “We assumed that when hiring a general contractor to over- 
see and manage the project our engagement on the project would be 
limited, but in the end we had to spend a lot of time watching the details, 
answering questions, etc. This was partly due to our interest in every 
small detail, and we've since learned is typical for most people when 
doing a remodeling project." 

"[ learned that it is not as easy, fast, or inexpensive as it appears on 
the various home remodeling shows,” he continues. “We also found out 
that the cost of the project exceeded the amount of value added to the 
house. We are comfortable with this ‘partial return’ because we are һар- 
py with the improvements, it is exactly what we want, and we are plan- 
ning to enjoy the new kitchen, porch, and bathroom for years to come." 

Тһе couple is clearly thrilled with the new space, and guests have 
also been complimentary of the project. "The best compliment, in my 
opinion," Frank says, “сапе from our neighbor who is an excellent 
woodworker who asked ‘Where do the new cabinets start?' That was 
exactly what I wanted to hear! Another sign of success was at a dinner 
party we hosted for friends. A typical dinner party prior to the addition 
started in the kitchen with drinks and conversation until we had to shoo 
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people out so that we could make the meal. At the last dinner party 
we had, everyone stayed in the kitchen enjoying drinks and appetizers 
while we cooked." 

While admitting a bit of construction fatigue (and lighter billfolds), 
the couple doesn't plan to tackle another project for quite some time. 
Although they will likely remodel the upstairs bathroom at some point, 
they say that won't be happening any time soon. 

Тһе key to a good remodel, Nathan says, is hiring good people. 
"Don't hire an individual just on price," he says. "Beyond doing your 
homework on the person you are hiring, you need to click with them. 
Remodeling is a lengthy process; you need to hire someone that you can 
communicate with, talk to, reason with, share feelings with, etc. Frank 
and John were wonderful to work with on this project. With every proj- 
ect you have ups and downs and they handled those well. They compli- 
mented us when they liked what they saw, and were not afraid to let us 
know if something wasn't of their liking." 

From a design standpoint, Nathan's best advice is to define your 
home and the way you live or, as he says, "listen to your home." Look 
at the detail that is already there and emulate it throughout the project. 
"The house will tell you what to do and make the process so much easi- 
er," he says. "Sometimes you don't have to re-invent the wheel. Looking 
at the way you live is important; you don't want to remodel a space the 
way the neighbor is remodeling just because it looks nice. You have the 
golden opportunity to put things where you will use them the most. You 
can design things to your needs. You can make things more accessible 
for your body type. Take advantage of this time and build a project that 
when you are done, you smile when you walk in the door." 


NEXT LEVEL RENOVATION 
www.nextlevelbuilders.com 

952-454-1853 

1919 Broadway Street NE #100, Minneapolis 
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Imagine stepping into а natural history museum where everything is 
for sale. Throughout the shop are plants, statuary, and beautiful containers 
for indoors and out. There are displays of quartz, amethyst, and fossils. 

“We sell beautiful things from nature,” says Jeff Bengtson, owner of 
Isles Studio. “I have always been obsessed with the natural world and our 
store aesthetic supports that. We sell real bugs, butterflies, and birds, all of 
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which are ethically sourced; all of our birds died of natural causes.” 

Isles Studio is the Minneapolis retail destination for natural history col- 
lectibles, artifacts, gifts, and garden and home decor. Bengtson curates 
a unique environment for exploring curiosities from the natural world and ob- 
jects inspired by nature, offering the opportunity to enhance your home and 
garden with beautiful design or to find unique gifts for discerning individuals. 
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According to Bengtson, interior design has gotten too far away from 
the natural world. “It seems that good taste can be bought quickly online 
with very little thought or effort,” he says. “I think adding the unexpected 
of the natural world brings a refreshing and elegant beauty to a space.” 

Isles Studio offers full interior design services, but can also help 
clients with smaller projects such as styling and staging if they are un- 
sure of how to incorporate certain pieces into a particular space. Beyond 
that, all of the pieces are also available for rental if stylists are looking 
for something unusual to help complete a photo shoot, party, or special 
occasion. Have something to sell? Bengtson says they also buy natural 
history collections. 

The good thing about nature, Bengtson says, is that it is timeless and 
doesn’t follow trends. Nature can be incorporated into any space, wheth- 
er it is ultra-contemporary or very traditional; it works anywhere. 

“Currently it seems that the use of natural history objects in decorat- 
ing has become a trend,” he says. “You can find natural history reproduc- 
tions of most anything now. Much of what we sell is available as a repro- 
duction at many of the large national chain home furnishings retailers.” 

With summer months ahead, Isles Studio’s focus for the next two or 
three months is to help customers complete their outdoor spaces. He says. 
“We have a garden boutique outside our shop which sells classic garden 
ornaments along with containers and tropical plants. We offer container 
design services and we also sell FERMOB, a French line of classic garden 
furniture.” 

Whether looking for plants, furniture, or something a bit more 
unique, Bengtson and his staff are on-hand. “I think initially people are in 
awe at the beautiful taxidermy birds,” he says. “There are very few shops 
where you can walk in and find a giant Sarus crane, a crowned crane, 
a king penguin, flamingos, toucans, etc. and they are all for sale. Many 
customers gravitate toward the insects. The diversity that exists in the 
insect world is pretty incredible.” 

Above all, Bengtson is focused on helping customers find the right 
piece for their space. He says, “We have many vendors and can usually 
find the right piece for everyone’s budget.” 


ISLES STUDIO 

1311 W 25th St, Minneapolis 
612-999-4680 
www.islesstudio.com 
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ART-A-WHIRL’S COMMUNITY ARTISTS 


Тһе days are longer and warmer, it's time to 
make your plans to get out and experience some 
of the best visual art our local scene has to offer 
as well as get to know some of the artists who 
identify as part of our community. 

Presented by the Northeast Minneapolis Arts 
Association (NEMAA), Art-A-Whirl is an open 
studio tour in Northeast Minneapolis. It's a great 
opportunity to tour private artist studios and galler- 
ies, connect with the artists, and purchase original 
artwork. During Art-A-Whirl, private art studios, 
galleries, homes, storefronts, businesses, and 
restaurants have artwork on display and are open 
to the public, creating a fun atmosphere to connect 
with artists and purchase original artwork. 

Over the last 20 years, it has become the 
largest open studio tour in the country. See the 
work of more than 600 artists in more than 20 
mediums including clay, furniture, glass, paint- 
ing, photography, printmaking, sculpture, and 
much more. The artists' open studio tours may 
include demonstrations, live performances, and 
large-scale exhibitions. Studio tours offer a great 
opportunity to ask questions, discuss tech- 
niques, experience art first-hand, and purchase 
unique artwork directly from the artists for your 
home, garden, office, or self. 


CALVIN DERUYTER (1) 


www.CalsPortfolio.net 
Though primarily known for his watercolor work, 
Calvin has worked in oil, oil and cold as medium, 
and acrylic mixed media as well as various sketch 
media. Graduating with a degree in fine art, 
Calvin ventured into the publishing business and 
didn't pick up a brush for 25 years. He says, “А 
friend pulled me back into art around 1999, telling 
me, ‘It is time to get back to something you really 
loved.' I have been doing art ever since." 

In Studio 321 in the Northrup King Building, 
Calvin will be offering a full range of work, both 
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framed and unframed. He will also have a couple 
boxes of nude sketches for sale that he calls 
“tack-y art” (because they are so cheap you don’t 
have to be worried about just tacking them to a 
wall) in addition to close to 100 different designs 
of note cards created from originals. 

As for what inspires his work, Calvin has no 
easy answer. “To narrow it down to a sentence or 
two: I paint a lot of landscapes,” he says. “But I 
don’t just want any landscape...I want to paint the 
feeling of that particular day, of that particular mo- 
ment, the mood and emotion of that place.” 


JIM DRYDEN (2) 


www.jimdryden.net 

Working in acrylic on canvas or creating sculp- 
tures in aluminum, plywood, ebony, and sterling 
silver, Jim Dryden remembers it was at three 
years old when he thought all of the crayons in 
the box were like people who had feelings. “I be- 
lieved that if I didn’t use all of the colors equally 
some of their feelings would be hurt,” he says. “I 
made some ugly pictures this way.” 

A deep love of modernism and an interest in 
math and science are the basis of Jim’s inspira- 
tion. His most recent collection of paintings, “Set 
Theory,” is inspired by Georg Cantor’s mathe- 
matic set theory (think Venn diagrams) and uses 
patterns of overlapping circles to consider the 
idea of inclusivity/exclusivity and how we are all 
connected to one another in some way. “Gravity,” 
Jim’s current collection of sculptures, takes 
the two-dimensional shapes from his paintings 
and arranges them in three dimensions. The 
sculptures are made of individual parts that are 
not attached, and so they must stand by the force 
of balance and gravity. 

"I'm not certain what Patrick Pryor, the gal- 
lery director, will select for this show, as all of 
the Kolman Pryor artists will be included in the 
Art-a-Whirl exhibition,” Jim says, “but, I would 


expect there will be examples of both my paint- 
ing and sculpture.” 


CHRISTI FURNAS (3) 


www.cfurnas.com 

Christi Furnas began to consider herself an 
artist in high school. “It was a great escape from 
all the conformity and stress,” she says. “It gave 
me an identity that was unique and something I 
could be proud of. I don’t know if I would have 
made it through school without my art teachers. 
Art in the schools is so important because it 
helps kids deal with all the emotional crap that is 
happening around them.” 

Now Christi works in oil as well as pen and ink, 
and finds her wife to be the greatest inspiration. 
“She is not only inspiring but she is a huge support 
when I get down, or have a creative block,” she 
shares. “She is a writer, so she understands that 
artists don’t only work from inspiration, but from 
having discipline. I am certainly not inspired every 
time I sit down and write, draw, or paint. I would 
get nothing done! She helps me get off my butt and 
go to the studio.” 

That studio is Steadfast Studio and Gallery in 
the Solar Arts Building, where Christi’s work will 
be on display during Art-A-Whirl. “I am currently 
working on a graphic novel; I’m still in the early 
stages,” Christi says. “I just received an Artist 
Initiative Grant through the Minnesota State Arts 
Board to start the project, so people will primarily 
see illustrations of possible characters from the fu- 
ture book. I will have a range of sizes, some framed 
and some not. I will also have a couple of examples 
of my oil paintings, which are much different.” 


MIKE WELTON (4) 


www.mikeweltonart.com 

Growing up, Mike Welton’s dad would take him 
to new building developments since he was in the 
real estate development business and the idea and 
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RIDE REVIEW | BY RANDY STERN | PHOTOS BY RANDY STERN 


2016 Chevrolet Malibu 


Let’s talk about that commercial for a moment. 

There is an advert running on television and social media for which 
a group of “real” people are led to a courtyard to see a white debadged 
mid-sized sedan pull up. It is certainly sleek and sexy, well proportioned 
and attractive. The group of men and women encircle the car to say that 
this mystery sedan was either a BMW" or an “Audi.” To their surprise, 
it turns out that it is the 2016 Chevrolet Malibu. 

On one hand, it is a very curious commercial. It is audacious in its deliv- 
ery for having "real" people think that a car that was clearly not designed 
in Europe could be considered something that originated from that conti- 
nent. Yet, you have been talking about this commercial. You have mocked 
it. It was an entry toward a longer discussion about this vehicle. 

Тһеге is an upside to this commercial. Because of it (or in spite of it) 
Malibu sales are up. This sedan is now the second-best selling nameplate 
atany given Chevrolet dealership across North America since the begin- 
ning of calendar year 2016. Not because it looks like a BMW or an Audi. 
There is much more to it. 

When І received this new sedan in review, I got a lot of flack from you. 
You went on to mock it for being a BMW or an Audi. You knew darn well 
that this is a Chevrolet, because you saw that commercial. Fine. I took 
your ribbing like a good openly gay automotive writer and proceeded to 
take the Malibu through its paces. 

Let me indulge your mockery by giving you my thoughts on the new 
2016 Chevrolet Malibu. 

Chevrolet design has been transformed with sharper, more cutting 
edge lines that make each model sleeker, but more practical than before. 
Тһе Malibu went a bit further with a lower silhouette, a wider front end 
leading to a more tapered rear. The overlook is far from European by any 
means. Some might say that the Malibu took its influences from Asia, 
where they conceive and execute sleeker mid-sized sedans with sharper 
edges than anywhere else. 

Тһе wide-mouth lower grille greets you, framed by a sleek upper 
grille and headlamp units. The low lines rise gradually to envelop an 
equally sleeker fastback-like roof. A three-glass side greenhouse fits per- 
fectly for the new image Chevrolet wanted for the Malibu. This leads to a 
sculpted rear end, one could easily mistake this for one if its competitors. 
No worries, the bow tie is there to let you know that itis indeed a Malibu. 

On our 1LT tester, the Malibu came with 17-inch wheels that are hand- 
some. If you select higher trim levels, the wheels become larger, nothing 
more than 18 inches. Still, the package is handsome and, yes, distinctive 
enough to pick out in a lot. This is an absolute testament of what the retir- 
ing vice president of design at General Motors, Ed Welburn, wanted for 
not only Chevrolet, but for the most mainstream car in its lineup. 


Тһе reason why I mentioned Mr. Welburn is because he is a pioneer 
at General Motors, first working in the Buick studios as the first African 
American designer at GM. After 44 years of rising to the top of his game 
by applying his pen, sculpting tools, and his signature to sign off on the 
latest looks from GM, Welburn will leave a legacy behind for all of us to 
enjoy for decades to come. I know I will miss seeing Mr. Welburn in ac- 
tion on any given auto show floor. 

In continuing to pay tribute to Mr. Welburn, the Malibu's cabin of- 
fers the latest in GM design. The cowl is low, but it offers an informative 
setup within the instrument binnacle. Two large dials give way to a cus- 
tomizable central TFT screen where every bit of data can be gleaned in a 
clean format. The new steering wheel offers a set of switches that control 
the center screen, cruise control, and add two sets of audio controls on 
the back of the spokes. Other switches are made cleaner to operate on 
the stalks, as well as other controls below the instrument panel's beltline. 

Тһе center stack offers a new design for Chevrolet. It may appear 
to be a small tablet-like screen, but it is still attached to the rest of the 
instrument panel. This is where MyLink resides; Chevrolet's infotain- 
ment suite that includes various functions, from climate control to radio 
broadcast to OnStar's 4G LTE Wi-Fi connectivity. This screen also plays 
as the control for two new connected technologies, Apple CarPlay and 
Android Auto. Using an Android phone, integration looks seamless, as 
long as you connect via the USB port. It emulates Google Maps perfectly, 
which makes for a great replacement for an on-screen navigation system; 
or, at least for one not equipped with such. 

Our 1LT tester had cloth seating that offers decent comfort and bol- 
stering for its front occupants. Front space is quite good while seating 
offers some bolstering and support to all kinds of drivers. Rear seat com- 
fortis also quite decent with improved leg room from the last generation. 
Headroom may be challenged due to the slope of the roofline. Trunk 
room is very spacious: 15.8 cubic feet that does a good job in taking on 
an extended weekend full of luggage for all five passengers. 

Power has been changed to an all-turbocharged lineup. This 1LT tester 
had the smaller 1.5-liter version of the turbo Ecotec four-cylinder, with 160 
horsepower on tap. It certainly does not feel like a 160-horsepower engine, 
since it offers smooth takeoff with nominal turbo lag. It certainly feels 
its 184 pound-feet of torque, a welcomed figure to help pull about 3,126 
pounds of mid-sized sedan. This engine was channeled through a six- 
speed automatic transmission sending power to its front wheels. In terms 
of fuel economy, the efficient turbo engine turned an average of 31.1 MPG. 

Ride quality was competent. It was not as smooth as we wished, even 
when trying to absorb not-so-great road surfaces in its wake. Handling 
is on the soft side, but controlled through the corners. Steering was also 
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fine, trending toward the numb side for true road feel; yet, it did exhibit a 
good turning radius to get out of tight situations. Braking was very good, 
showing great pedal feel and solid stops in normal and panic situations. 

Available active safety is also a good selling point for the new 
Malibu. This 1LT came with the Driver Confidence Package, which 
includes Front and Rear Park Assist, Forward Collision Alert, Rear 
Cross Traffic Alert, Lane Keep Assist, Front Automatic Braking, Side 
Blind Zone Alert, and Front Pedestrian Detection. All of these systems 
work quite well in this Malibu. 

The starting point of the new Malibu lineup is an L sedan with a base 
price of $21,625. This 1LT tester came with a sticker price of $27,985, 
a solid middle-of-the-road value with popular equipment included. For 


2016, the Malibu can be ordered as a Hybrid, using a 1.8-liter gasoline 
engine with a two-mode electric driveline. With the promise of achieving 
up to 47 MPG in the city, a Malibu Hybrid is priced from $27,770. 

Even with the complimentary reactions by the "real" people in that 
commercial, it seems that Chevrolet has created the best Malibu in a very 
long time. It matches with the needs and wants of mid-sized sedan custom- 
ers for today with an edge toward tomorrow. There are plenty of competi- 
tors that do not offer the content that the Malibu has now, a huge nod to 
the advances Chevrolet and General Motors are making in this segment. 

Yet, one thing must be addressed immediately. There is no mistak- 
ing what this sedan really is: a Chevrolet. And, that is a good thing 
these days. 
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BUSINESS FOR SALE OFFICIANTS 


FOR SALE: Successful, well-established, 


monthly antiques newspaper. Distributed 
throughout the Midwest. Solid 
customer base. Profitable. Contact: 


paul(atheoldtimes.com. 


COFFEE SHOPS 


Fireroast, a gay-owned community coffee 
shop. Food & coffee created by a staff that 
cares! Meeting Space with a gender neutral 
restroom. 3800 37th Ave S, Minneapolis. 


Rev. Gennifer Johnson, Blessed Harmony 
Spiritual. Ordained minister, wedding and 
eventplanning, premarital planning, Flower of 
Life Meditational Workshops.(715] 475-8268, 
www.blessedharmonyspiritualservices.com. 


REAL ESTATE 


BUYING? SELLING? 


RELOCATING? 
Instant Access to Minneapolis & Nation's 


Top Gay Realtors. We Represent You! 
WWW.GAYREALESTATE.COM 


HOUSE CLEANING 


TERRY LIDDELL, Residential 
Dependable - Honest. Excellent references. 
monthly, 


Weekly, bi-weekly, 


cleaning. 


flexible 


schedules in Minneapolis. Call Terry: (612) 
834-4887, the cleaningguy99{dgmail.com. 


JEWELERS 


Read our reviews! 


At Uniquely Yours 
Custom Designed Jewelry, we 
unique engagement & wedding 


create 
rings, 


& more! Expert jewelry restorations 
&repairs Passion fuels everything 
we create. READ OUR REVIEWS! 


www. uniquelyyourscustomjewelry.com 


612-746-0508 


THERAPEUTIC MASSAGE 


STRONG & RELAXING hands, resulting in 
bodywork at its best! Bruck, MT, DC in South 
Minneapolis (8 (612) 306-6323. 
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ACCOUNTING & BOOKKEEPING 


AUTO REPAIR & SERVICE 


Karen R Palm CPA CFP 
TAX preparation 
FEE ONLY financial planning 


NO product sales 


612-379-1393 
www.palmkcpa.com 


LaMettry’s ` 


Collision, Glass and More! 


1-888-898-0016 LAMETTRYS.COM 
- 8 locations - Free estimates 
- Locally & family owned 


HEALTH & WELLNESS 


ADDICTION INFO & TREATMENT 


EMPLOYMENT 


Struggling with 


"да 
РКІ 


INSTITUTE 


Take the 1st step & call 
the nation's 1st, exclusive, 
LGBTQ+ treatment center 


Call PRIDE today. 
952-934-7554 


Substance Abuse? лар שר‎ ₪ 
/ VON 


ATTORNEYS 


Gay B. Clapp, Attorney 


Family Law - Wills and Estates 
Reasonable, with dignity 


Twin Cities Legal Service, PLLC 
7201 Ohms Lane - Ste. 215, Edina, MN 55415 
www.lindawray.com * 952-232-6465 


EXPERIENCED 


ADVERTISING ACCOUNT 
EXECUTIVE WANTED 


Work as a print and/or online 
Advertising Account Executive 
for Lavender Media, leaders 
in GLBT marketing and events. 
Send your cover letter 


and resume to: 
barryGlavendermagazine.com 
No phone calls please. 


Julie Childs 


MSW, LICSW, LADC 
Psychotherapist 


Individual and Couples Therapy 
Collaborative, Non-Judgemental, Caring Approach 
Experienced (25 years in the field) 

Free Phone Consultation 


(651) 783-5656 
2353 Rice Street, Suite 214 * Roseville, MN 55 3 
jebildstherapy@gmail.com 


BALANCE 


UE Ж WORK 


CREATING POSSIBILITY THROUGH PERSONAL 
TRANSFORMATION... ONE LIFE AT A TIME 


Nutrition • Corporate Seminars * Physical Wellness • Coaching 


Mark Carlson 
Health, Life and Business Coach 
а” 4 Call Mark at 763-238-8455 
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FINANCIAL PLANNING SERVICES 


AUTO DEALERS 


You have a friend at 

Rosedale Chevrolet, 

Call Dewey Lysen at 
(612) 805-8232 


Honor all buying programs and credit 


union deals! Good or Bad credit accepted. 


ё Rosedale 
CHEVROLET www.rosedalechev.com 


THOUGHTFUL 


FINANCIAL PLANNING 


Timothy J. LaPean, CFP®, ADPA® 


(612) 460-7355 
Timothy @thoughtfulfp.com 
ThoughtfulFinancialPlanning.com 


Objective advice instead of 
commission-based sales 


FLORISTS 


AUTO REPAIR & SERVICE 


Family Owned & Operated 
For Over 60 Years! 


p o 


(HAGEN S 2422 


FREE Estimates * All Insurance Accepted 
Lifetime Repair Warranty 


28th 8 Lyndale Ave. S, Mpls • 612-872-6671 


WWW.HAGENSAUTOBODY.COM 
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Your Friendly Neighborhood Florist 


Come See the Beautiful 
Spring Flowers! 


651-646-7244 


www.gardenofeva.net 
1585 Marshall Ave, Saint Paul, MN 55104 


GUN SHOPS 


«Fully stocked firearms dealer 
«Indoor shooting facilities 
*Training courses 
Robbinsdale, ММ. 763-533-9594 
Circle Pines, ММ. 763-792-4867 
Hudson, WI - 715-690-1198 


www.billsGS.com 


612-205-5618 


е сагрепігу & remodeling 
e painting 8 repairs 
ө other home maintenance 
епо job is too small 
Gay owned and operated since 1986. 


MATT's TREE SERVICE 


CABLING, PRUNING, & REMOVALS 
LICENSED AND INSURED 


Residential & Commercial Services 

ISA Certified Arborist on Staff 

Tree Removal е Tree Trimming * Chipping * Stump Grinding 
Storm Damage * Lot Clearing * Hedge & Shrub Pruning 
Emerald Ash Borer, Dutch Elm Disease 

and Oak Wilt protection treatments 

25+ yrs. Experience 

Credit Cards accepted 


Office: 612-706-8210 
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HOMECARE 


RESTORATION > RENOVATION 
MAINTENANCE > REPAR 
CARPENTRY - KITCHENS * TILING * PLASTERING 
BATHROOM * CONCRETE * DECKS • PATIOS 

FREE ESTIMATES 

Your Complete Professional HomeCare Company 
TODD OR LEG 
612-374-3222 


MN LIC#BC-20270903 
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HOME SERVICES 


REAL ESTATE 


#takepride in Your Home 
Free Exterior Design Consultation 


855.275.3293 


www.trinityexteriorsinc.com 


651-288-2808 


Small Local Company 
Very best service for 
the very best price. 


% пав SUPER 


construction inc. 3 
It's that easy = 


WE SPECIALIZE IN ₪2 


Roofing Remodeling 
Siding Insulation 
Windows Home Energy Efficiency 


CCALL US 
612-383-SNAP (7627) 


INSURANCE 


& StateFarm 


Davina Baldwin 
www.davinabaldwin.com 
763.535.4788 

6262 Boone Ave. N. 
Brooklyn Park, MN 55428 
davina@davinabaldwin.com 


Auto | Home | Life | Health | Business Davina M. Baldwin 


Deb Streeter 
Insurance Agency 


952-853-9077 


More Options. More Discounts. 
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An exceptional community 
deserves exceptional service. 


Steve Wolfson 
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1516 West Lake St., Ste. 203 + Minneapolis 
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CONTINUED FROM PAGE 40 
interest of buildings took hold at a young age. 
“I took painting class five times in high school 
and I’m not sure how I got away with that, 

but I knew I enjoyed it and was good at it,” 

he says. “After a desire to escape the digital 
detail required for graphic design, I started 
painting every day 19 years ago; after a year I 
had my first solo show that sold out.” 

Using sharpie pens and plenty of oil me- 
diums in his newer paintings, Mike’s graphic 
design experience influenced his painting 
in terms of attention to design and details of 
the image. “My visual attention Is caught by 
letter forms and angular geometric shapes 
that architecture has along with signage,” he 
says. “My most popular works are paintings 
I started painting 10 years ago of iconic Twin 
Cities signs and buildings.” 

Fans of his work can catch him in Studio 
367 in the Northrup King Building during 
the event. 


MEG BROWN (5) 


www.etsy.com/shop/megbrownceramics 

As an artist in one form or another since 
their teenage years, Meg Brown began as a 
photographer before spending the majority 
of their mid-20s and 30s as a painter, until 
2011 when Meg’s dad passed away. “I basi- 
cally quit art, and lost all direction,” Meg 
says. “That ‘break’ from art was more of a 
struggle than a break, and I started playing 
with clay to keep my hands busy. I took a 
couple classes at Northern Clay Center and 
І was hooked! By fall of 2013 I set up shop 
with a couple of other artist friends, and set 
out to create functional art.” 

Nearly three years later and Meg is still 
working with B-clay (a porcelain/white clay 
mix). It’s freedom that inspires them most. 
“Nine-to-five jobs never really worked for 
me, I am much happier and productive when 
I create my own schedule and making art 
is just that,” they say. “I usually don’t say no 
to an opportunity to make art, whether it’s 
a medium that I know well, or something 
that I’m learning for the first time. I recently 
made a short documentary (my first of many 
films), Raising Owen: A Genderqueer Love 
Story, which provides a short look into the 
lives of a Minneapolis family navigating non- 
binary parenting. I love art and I try to make 
art for everybody, but I specifically focus on 
queer/trans folks and sex-positive work.” 

Meg has been working non-stop since 
January to beef up their stock and get ready 
for Art-a-Whirl visitors in Studio 451 in the 
Northrup King Building. “I love this event 
because it’s a chance for folks to see where we 
create,” Meg says. “It gives a sense of magic 
and really enables me to connect with folks 
that I don't get at other art shows. ПІ have tons 
of queer and kinky mugs as well as my hand- 
built flasks and drink tumblers." 


ART-A-WHIRL 
www.nemaa.org/art-a-whirl 
May 20-22 


Community Connection brings 
visibility to local GLBT-friendly 
non-profit organizations. To 
reserve your listing in Commu- 
nity Connection, call 612-436- 
4698 or email advertising@ 
lavendermagazine.com. 


ADDICTION & TREATMENT 
Hazelden Betty Ford 
Foundation 

Providing comprehensive treatment, 
recovery solutions. Helping people 
reclaim their lives from the disease of 
addiction. 

15251 Pleasant Valley Rd, 

Center City, MN 

(800) 257-7810 
www.hazelden.org 


ADVOCACY 

Arise Project 

Committed to LGBTQ homeless 
youth; providing services and safety 
in times of need. 

404 S. 8th St., 

Minneapolis, MN 55404 

(612) 340-7500 
www.gtcuw.org/arise 


Rainbow Health Initiative 
Committed to advancing the health 
and wellness of LGBTQ communities 
through research, education and 
advocacy. 

2021 E. Hennepin Ave., Ste. 220 
Minneapolis, MN 55413 

(612) 206-3180 
www.rainbowhealth.org 


AIDS/HIV INFO & TREATMENT 
Aliveness Project, The 
Community Center for Individuals 
Living with HIV/AIDS - On-site 
Meals, Food Shelf and Supportive 
Services. 

3808 Nicollet Ave. S. 
Minneapolis, MN 55409 

(612) 824-LIFE (5433) www. 
aliveness.org 


Indigenous Peoples Task Force 
Servicing Individuals living with HIV/ 
AIDS 

Offering Case Management services, 
FREE HIV testing and educational 
groups 

1335 Е. 23rd St 

Minneapolis, MN 55404 

(612) 889-4636 or (612) 719-2540 
www.indigenouspeoplestf.org 
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Park House 

Day health / mental health treatment 
program for adults living with HIV/ 
AIDS. 

710 E. 24th St., Ste. 303 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 871-1264 
www.allina.com/ahs/anw.nsf/page/ 
park_house_home 


U of MN HIV Research Studies 
Looking for HIV+ and HIV- 
individuals to participate in research 
studies. 

420 Delaware St. SE 

Minneapolis, MN 55455 

(612) 625-7472 

hiv.umn.edu 


BUSINESS ASSOCIATIONS 

The Minnehaha Mile 

Shop the Minnehaha Mile - For 
vintage, one-of a kind, up cycled and 
rediscovered treasures. 

4049 Minnehaha Ave. 

Minneapolis, MN 55406 

(612) 293-6863 x 104 
MinnehahaMile@shopjunket.com 
MinnehahaMile.com 


Twin Cities Quorum 

Your GLBTQA chamber of commerce 
working to invigorate, build & 
partner for a diverse business 
community. 

18 М. 12th St., Ste. 3606 
Minneapolis, MN 55403 

(612) 460-8153 
www.twincitiesquorum.com 


EDUCATION 

Crosswinds Arts and Science 
School 

A Perpich Center for Arts Education 
middle school focused on diversity, 
inclusion, and student success. 
600 Weir Dr. 

Woodbury, MN 

(651) 379-2600 
crosswindsmn.org 


Minneapolis College of Art 

& Design (MCAD) Continuing 
Education 

MCAD Continuing Education offers 
art and design classes year-round for 
kids, teens, and adults. 

2501 Stevens Ave. 

Minneapolis, MN 55404 

(612) 874-3765 

www.mcad.edu/ce 


EVENT VENUES 


Gale Mansion 

A beautiful historic mansion located 
just south of downtown Minneapolis 
for private or corporate entertaining. 
2115 Stevens Ave. S. 

Minneapolis, MN 55407 

(612) 870-1662 
www.galemansion.com 


Germanic-American Institute 
Germanic-American Institute - Old 
World Charm as the perfect 
backdrop for your wedding day. 
301 Summit Ave. 

St. Paul, MN 55102 
651-222-7027 

www.gai-mn.org 


Minneapolis City Hall & 
Hennepin County Courthouse 
Step back in time and enjoy a 
historically beautiful wedding at the 
Minneapolis City Hall. 

350 S. 5th St. 

Minneapolis, MN55415 

(612) 596-9518 
www.municipalbuildingcommission. 
org/Events.html 


United Theological Seminary 
United Theological Seminary Inspire 
your spiritual life. Bring your big 
questions. Certificate or degree 
programs and community education. 
3000 5th St. NW 

New Brighton, MN 

(651) 633-4311 
www.unitedseminary.edu 


HEALTH & WELLNESS 

Family Tree Clinic 

LGBTQ Health Matters at Family Tree! 
Offering respectful, affordable sexual 
health services to meet your needs. 
1619 Dayton Ave. 

St. Paul, MN 

(651) 645-0478 
www.familytreeclinic.org 


NAMI Minnesota 

(National Alliance on Mental Illness) 
Providing free classes and peer 
support groups for people affected 
by mental illnesses. 

800 Transfer Rd. #31 

St. Paul, MN 55114 

(651) 645-2948 
www.namihelps.org 


LIBRARY 

Quatrefoil Library 

Your GLBT Library with stacks of 
DVDs, books, and magazines. Check 
out our online catalogue. 

1220 E. Lake St. 

Minneapolis, MN 55407 

(612) 729-2543 

www.qlibrary.org 


MUSEUM 

Minnesota Historical Society 
Sites & Museums 

Make the Minnesota Historical 
Society's 26 historic sites and 
museums part of your vacation plans. 
www.mnhs.org 


Weisman Art Museum 

Free admission every day. Located 
on the Green Line. Contemporary 
and early American modernism art. 
333 E. River Rd. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 625-9494 
www.wam.umn.edu 


MUSIC 

Radio K 770 

Radio К is the student-run radio 
station of the University of Minnesota 
330 21st Ave. S. 

610 Rarig Center 

University of Minnesota 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 625-3500 

www.radiok.org 


PERFORMING ARTS 


CANTUS 
"The premier men's vocal ensemble 
in the United States." - Fanfare 
Magazine 
Minneapolis, MN 
(612) 435-0055 
www.cantussings.org 


Guthrie Theater 

A nationally acclaimed cultural 
destination, home to three unique 
theaters, dining, tours, classes and 
more. 

818 S. 2nd St. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 377-2224 
www.guthrietheater.org 


Hennepin Theatre Trust 
Orpheum, State, Pantages and New 
Century Theatres 

Twin Cities’ best live entertainment: 
Broadway shows, music concerts, 
comedy, dance and more! 
Minneapolis, MN 

1-800-982-2787 
www.HennepinTheatreTrust.org 


History Theatre 

Plays and musicals telling Minnesota 
stories by Minnesota artists for 
Minnesota audiences. 

30 E. 10th St. 

St. Paul, MN 

(651) 292-4323 
www.HistoryTheatre.com 


Jungle Theater 

Professional theater producing 
contemporary and classic works 
in an intimate setting in the Lynlake 
neighborhood. 

2951 Lyndale Ave. S. 
Minneapolis, MN 55408 

(612) 822-7063 
JungleTheater.com 


Minnesota Orchestra 

Enriching, inspiring and serving our 
community as a symphony orchestra 
internationally recognized for artistic 
excellence. 

1111 Nicollet Mall 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 371-5656 

(800) 292-4141 
www.minnesotaorchestra.org 


Northrop - University of 
Minnesota 

An epicenter of discovery and 
transformation celebrating innovation 
in the arts, performance, and 
academics. 

84 Church St. SE 

Minneapolis, MN 55414 

(612) 625-6600 

northrop.umn.edu 


Ordway Center for the 
Performing Arts 

Hosting, presenting, and creating 
performing arts and educational 
programs that enrich diverse 
audiences. 

345 Washington St. 

St. Paul, MN 

(651) 224-4222 
www.ordway.org 


The Minnesota Opera 

MN Opera invites you to enjoy 20% 
off any non-opening performance. 
Use code lavender20. 

620 North First Street 

Minneapolis, MN 55401 
612-333-6669 

mnopera.org 


COMMUNITY CONNECTION 


Twin Cities Gay Men’s Chorus 
An award-winning chorus that builds 
community through music and offers 
entertainment worth coming out for! 
528 Hennepin Ave., Suite 307 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 339-SONG (7664) 
chorus@tcgmc.org 

www.tcgmc.org 


VocalEssence 

Now in our 47th year, VocalEssence 
is a leading arts organization based 
in Minnesota. 

1900 Nicollet Mall 

Minneapolis, MN 55403 

(612) 547-1451 
www.vocalessence.org 


POLITICS & RIGHTS 


OutFront Minnesota 

Delivering programs/services in the 
area of public policy, anti-violence, 
education, training and law. 

310 E. 38th St., Ste. 204 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 822-0127 

www.outfront.org 


PRIDE 


Twin Cities Pride 

Producers of the third-largest national 
Pride celebration seeks sponsors, 
volunteers, board members. Contact 
us today. 

2021 E. Hennepin Ave., Ste. 402-7 
Minneapolis, MN 55413 

(612) 255-3260 

www.tcpride.org 


REAL ESTATE 

Parade of Homes 

Presented by Builder Association of 
the Twin Cities 

Where dream homes come true. 
www.paradeofhomes.org 


RELIGIOUS & SPIRITUAL 


Central Lutheran Church (ELCA) 
Exploring the promise of God for all. 
333 5. 12th St. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 870-4416 
www.centralmpls.org 


Edina Community Lutheran 
Church 

Upbeat, growing congregation 
committed to inclusion, justice, peace, 
community and proclaiming God’s 
YES to all. 

4113 W. 54th St. 

Edina, MN 

(952) 926-3808 

www.eclc.org 


First Christian Church - Disciples 
of Christ 

A Movement for Wholeness In A 
Fragmented World. 

610 W. 28th St. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 870-1868 
www.fecminneapolis.org 


Pilgrim Lutheran Church 
Inclusive Christian Worshipping 
community that seeks, nurtures and 
empowers hungry minds and souls. 
1935 St. Clair Ave. 

St. Paul, MN 55105 

(651) 699-6886 
www.pilgrimstpaul.org 


Plymouth Congregational 
Church, Minneapolis 
Spiritual, Loving, Relevant, 
Transforming. 

Find us on Facebook and Twitter 
1900 Nicollet Ave. at Franklin 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 871-7400 
www.plymouth.org 


St. Mark’s Episcopal Cathedral 
inquiring INSPIRING inclusive. 
Wherever you are on your faith 
journey, St Mark's welcomes you. 
519 Oak Grove St. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 870-7800 
www.ourcathedral.org 


The House of Hope 
Presbyterian Church 

A thoughtful, gracious faith 
community welcoming all people. 
797 Summit Ave. 

St. Paul, MN 55105 

(651) 227-6311 
www.hohchurch.org 


United Methodist Reconciling 
Churches 


Congregations around Minnesota 


that intentionally welcome all people 


regardless of sexual orientation or 
gender identity. 


www.mnrcumc.org 


Westminster Presbyterian 
Church 

An inclusive, welcoming, open and 
affirming congregation. 

Nicollet Mall at 12th St. 
Downtown Minneapolis 

(612) 332-3421 
www.westminstermpls.org 


STATE FAIRS 

Minnesota State Fair 

The "Great Minnesota Get-Together” 
provides a world-class showcase that 
is innovative, entertaining and fun. 
1265 Snelling Ave. N. 

St. Paul, MN 55108 

(651) 288-4400 
www.mnstatefair.org 

TRAVEL 

Discover Stillwater 

Voted best weekend getaway! 
Birthplace of Minnesota. Distinctive 
lodging. Shop / Dine / Cruise / Art 
Galleries / Nightlife. 

Stillwater, MN 55082 

(651) 351-1717 
www.DiscoverStillwater.com 


Meet Minneapolis Convention & 
Visitor Association 

Meet Minneapolis markets 
Minneapolis as the premier 
convention, leisure, weddings and 
group destination. 

250 Marquette Ave. S. #1300 
Minneapolis, MN 55401 

(612) 767-8000 
www.minneapolis.org 


Visit Duluth 

Lake Superior. Historic waterfront. 
Vibrant arts & dining. Adventure. 
Hotels and B&Bs. Attractions and 
events. 

21 W. Superior St., Ste. 100 
Duluth, MN 

(218) 722-4011, (800) 4-DULUTH 


www.visitduluth.com 
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OUR VOICES 


DATELAND | BY JENNIFER PARELLO 


Old Yeller 


There are a lot of benefits to being a lesbian. 
е No one cares what type of shoes you wear. 
е It’s perfectly acceptable to cut your own hair. 
е Cats (no further explanation needed). 
е You get to kiss other women. 

But it wasn’t until just yesterday that I realized the skill sets I’ve 
learned by being a lesbian would benefit my career. 

About three years ago, I started a job in an organization that is domi- 
nated by women. This was a sea change for me given that I was coming 
from corporate America, which is run largely by men. 

Anything I write about the differences between women versus men 
in the workplace will just get me in trouble, and result in me having to 
figure out how to log into Twitter to read nasty messages from both 
sexes aimed at my ignorance, overgeneralization, and stupidity. 

And, honestly, I’ve had a stressful week and have the emotional 
wherewithal to take on only half the population at present. So, let’s 
focus on what are two of the best things about working in a female- 
dominated organization: 

1. Top on the list is food. There is always food. And it’s usually 
homemade and with a very high fat content. Because of number two 
below, there is a ready supply of baked goods when you need to eat 
your feelings. 

2. It’s OK to cry. No one freaks out when you do. Women recog- 
nize the difference between stress crying and having a breakdown. It’s 
perfectly acceptable to weep during a meeting. We will recognize that 
the tears are most likely the result of a combination of factors that hit 
you at once (e.g., your kids are acting up, you missed a deadline, your 
aging parent is failing, and, yes, you may be at a particularly excitable 
stage of your cycle). 


Warning: Women all accept the role monthly hormonal surges play in 
our moods. And it’s perfectly acceptable to reference it when explaining 
emotional fragility, though we generally do so only to other women, because 
we all understand that this is not a weakness or form of temporary insanity. 
Men, this is dangerous territory and I advise you to never, ever raise the 
issue. Even if you think you are being helpful, you are not. 

No woman will think that crying at the office is a reflection on your 
ability to perform your job or your professionalism. We'll bring you a 
donut, comfort you with funny stories of when we've cried at work, and 
then we'll get back to business. 

One of the biggest challenges I've faced since working in a mostly 
female environment, though, is the extremes people will go to to avoid: 

1. Yelling at a woman; or 

2. Getting yelled at by a woman. 

Recently, there was a situation that called for confronting a staff mem- 
ber over a misguided project strategy. No one wanted to do it because 
this staff member, though widely respected, was known to use yelling as 
her first defense. If you could get past that, she was very reasonable and 
easy to work with. But everyone was scared to venture into the lion's 
den. Everyone, that is, except me. Why? Because I'm a lesbian. 

After over an hour locked in her office, the walls rattling like angry 
tea kettles as we stood toe-to-toe screaming at each other, we settled 
down, sorted out a solution and happily rolled out a new project plan 
to staff. 

A few of my colleagues cornered me afterward and asked me how I 
did it. “I’m a 51-year-old lesbian," I said. “And I have a very long history 
of being yelled at by women. And the way to respond is to yell right back 
at them. It's not scary. It's therapeutic. It doesn't end a relationship. It 
starts a conversation. Now let's go eat some cake." B 
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PRIDE 
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Twin Cities Pride Weekend kicks off with the Twin Cities’ 
biggest Happy Hour event followed by a performance һу 


KATHY GRIFFIN 


THURSDAY, JUNE 23 
5:30 - 8:00 PM 


ORCHESTRA HALL 
1111 Nicollet Mall, Minneapolis 


FREE FOR LAVENDER PRIDE THURSDAY HAPPY HOUR 
Purchase tickets for Kathy Griffin at www.tcpride.org 


REGISTER TO WIN ONE OF 3 $100 TARGET GIFT CARDS 


Enjoy Complimentary Hors d'oeuvres, Drink Specials, 
and а chance to register to Win Great Prizes! 
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Pride Presents: 


Kathy Griffin 


June 23 | Orchestra Hall 
Tickets start at $45 


Get yours at tcpride.org 
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Your friend in the jewelry business." 
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